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Synopsis: An indebted man saves a blonde (Rie
Rasmussen) from suicide.
Showtimes | Cast | Add comment

A turgidly paced fantasy about an angel in a black cocktail dress (the
toweringly tall Rie Rasmussen) who descends to Paris to offer self-esteem
lessons to a Moroccan bum (the squatty roo Jamel Debbouze) who's on
the lam from loan sharks. The two of them argue endlessly and abrasively
for most of Angel-A's 88 minutes. Thierry Arbogast's black-and-white
cinematography reaches for the heights attained by Gordon Willis in
Manhattan; it doesn't quite get there. Arbogast (who shot on color film
stock) nonetheless has some stunning wide-angle images of figures
crossing a bridge over the Seine. Singer Anya Garbarek composes
evocative orchestral mood music for the soundtrack, including a few notes
from her famous daddy Jan on saxophone. But the movie's jokey tone, in
which writer-director Luc Besson tastelessly reduces the Algerian conflict
to a punch line, is at odds with all that. There are vile flashbacks to the
angel's previous lives on Earth: mean-spirited vignettes about cancer

and suicide—which might not be so contemptible if Besson weren't playing
the scenes for razzy, zippy little laughs. Some time ago, Besson
announced that he would cease directing; if there's any mercy and justice,
it's a promise he'll keep. R. N.P. THOMPSON. Fox Tower.
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